An evaluation of student, patient and practitioner experience of general dental practice placements.
Modern undergraduate dental curricula strive to provide meaningful clinical experiences for their students. Outreach learning is now well established in most UK dental schools and provides an additional clinical environment in which the whole dental team can develop their skills. This paper evaluates student, patient and practitioner experiences of a general dental practice placement scheme. A number of practices in the Yorkshire region hosted senior undergraduate dental students. All parties were very positive about the experience. The students found the experience in general dental practice to be very different from that in outreach centres, with the experiences of working in well established teams being seen as very beneficial. Practitioners and their teams reported a number of unforeseen benefits and the patients found their experiences to be overwhelmingly positive. Some students reported positive perceptions of their clinical experience, when being interviewed for their vocational training and general professional training posts.